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Besieged 
IRS loses 
‘will for 

oversight 


Study found no targeting 
of tea party, but dispute 
and budget cuts take toll 


BY ROBERT O’'HARROW JR. 


Years of conservative attacks 
on the Internal Revenue Service 
have greatly diminished the abili- 
ty of agency regulators to oversee 
political activity by charities and 
other nonprofits, documents and 
interviews show. 

The fall in oversight, a byproduct 
of repeated cuts to the IRS budget, 
comes at a time when the number 
of charities is reaching a historic 
high and they are becoming more 
partisan and financially complex. 

It represents a success for con- 
servatives who have long sought 
to scale back the IRS and shrink 
the federal government. They 
capitalized on revelations in 2013 
that IRS officials focused inap- 
propriately on tea party and other 
conservative groups based on 
their names and policy positions, 
rather than on their political ac- 
tivity, in assessing their applica- 
tions for tax-exempt status. 
Among conservatives, the epi- 
sode has come to be known as the 
“IRS targeting scandal.” 

Under the federal tax code, 
charities may not directly or indi- 
rectly support a political candi- 
date, but they are allowed to 
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People take to skating at the Wharf Ice Rink on the District’s Southwest Waterfront on Sunday. The Washington region 
won't be so chilly Monday, as partly sunny skies show up and temperatures rise to 56 degrees. Weather, B6 


Defiant German mayor takes in refugees 


Despite attack on his life 
by asylum foe, official 
says he has no regrets 


GOP faces 
scramble 


on tax bill, 
budget deal 


BY JEFF STEIN, 
MIKE DEBONIS 
AND PATRICK REIS 


Republicans return to Con- 
gress on Monday facing a packed 
agenda with little time to enact it, 
as party leaders aim to quickly 
pass their massive tax plan and 
then cut a budget deal with Demo- 
crats before the end of Friday to 
avert a government shutdown. 

Republicans’ tight timing on 
taxes is self-imposed. GOP law- 
makers have for months been rac- 
ing to meet President Trump’s 
demand that they send him tax 
legislation before Christmas — a 
timeline that gained new urgency 
when Alabama Democrat Doug 
Jones won the Senate seat cur- 
rently occupied by Sen. Luther 
Strange (R). 

GOP leaders hope to hold tax 
votes early in the week before 
moving to the budget bill. They 
need Democrats’ help to pass the 
budget measure through the Sen- 
ate, and thus far they have made 
little progress bringing them 
aboard amid disagreements over 
spending levels, protection from 
deportation for certain undocu- 
mented immigrants and a federal 
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BY GRIFF WITTE 


ALTENA, GERMANY — Moments 
before the would-be assassin 
tried to kill the mayor of this 
small and picturesque riverside 
town in the Sauerland hills of 
western Germany, he told him 
why. 

He was thirsty, he said, as he 


pressed a foot-long butcher’s 
knife to the mayor’s throat. But 
rather than help his fellow Ger- 
man, the mayor had taken in 
hundreds of refugees. 

Two weeks later, the gash in 
Mayor Andreas Hollstein’s neck 
has largely healed. But the sense 
of profound shock in this tight- 
knit community remains. And the 
debate over his decision to make 
this economically precarious 
town a German model for the 
acceptance and integration of 
asylum seekers has only escalat- 
ed. 

Since the attack, Hollstein — 


who credits the quick response of 
the immigrant family that runs 
the kebab shop where he was 
ambushed with saving his life — 
has been defiant. 

Some people may not like his 
humanitarian-based approach, 
he said while sitting in his office 
overlooking the town’s imposing 
12th-century castle, and a few on 
the extreme right may be angry 
enough to try to kill him. 

But Hollstein said he had no 
regrets about taking in 450 asy- 
lum seekers, 100 more than was 
required under German rules for 
distributing the influx of more 


than 1 million people in 2015 and 
2016. 

“Tt was the right thing to do,” 
said the blond, bespectacled and 
youthful-looking 54-year-old, a 
scar forming beneath his left ear 
where the blade pressed in. “Pd 
do the same thing tomorrow.” 

That puts Hollstein, a member 
of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
center-right Christian Democrat- 
ic Union, sharply at odds with the 
political moment in Europe. 

Across the continent, politi- 
cians wary of a voter backlash 
against those seeking a haven 
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Trump: 
No plan 
to fire 

Mueller 


CRITICIZES SPECIAL 
COUNSEL ON EMAILS 


Effort to discredit 
Russia probe intensifies 


BY PHILIP RUCKER, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
AND SARI HORWITZ 


President Trump on Sunday 
sought to douse speculation that 
he may fire special counsel Rob- 
ert S. Mueller III amid an intensi- 
fying campaign by Trump allies 
to attack the wide-ranging Russia 
investigation as improper and 
politically motivated. 

Returning to the White House 
from Camp David, Trump was 
asked Sunday whether he intend- 
ed to fire Mueller. “No, I’m not,” 
he told journalists, insisting that 
there was “no collusion whatso- 
ever” between his campaign and 
Russia. 

The presidents comments 
came a day after a lawyer repre- 
senting Trump’s transition team 
accused Mueller of wrongfully 
obtaining thousands of emails 
sent and received by Trump offi- 
cials before the start of his ad- 
ministration — a legal and public 
relations maneuver seen as possi- 
bly laying the groundwork to oust 
the special counsel. 

Trump criticized Mueller for 
gaining access to those emails, 
telling reporters the situation 
was “not looking good.” 

“Its quite sad to see that,’ 
Trump said. “My people were very 
upset about it.” 

Mueller’s spokesman denied 
wrongdoing, and some legal ex- 
perts questioned the claim that 
the emails were improperly ob- 
tained. 
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Redskins show signs of life 


Running back Kapri Bibbs scores a touchdown on a 36-yard pass from quarterback Kirk Cousins 
during Washington’s 20-15 victory over the Arizona Cardinals at FedEx Field. Sports, D1 
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Calif. pot offenders get 
chance to clear records 


Thousands could see 
convictions expunged 


BY ROB KUZNIA 
AND KATIE ZEZIMA 


LOS ANGELES — Yirtuamlak Hai- 
lu Derege came to California a 
decade ago with dreams of mak- 
ing it big in the entertainment 
business. But shortly after arriv- 
ing, he was arrested and convict- 
ed of selling marijuana, a felony 
that has made it difficult for him 
to find any job at all. 

But now, with California on the 
verge of legal recreational mari- 
juana sales starting Jan. 1, Derege 
and hundreds of thousands of 
others could have their drug con- 
victions wiped away, thanks to a 
lesser-known provision in the 
new state marijuana law. 

California is offering a second 
chance to people convicted of al- 


most any marijuana crimes, from 
serious felonies to small infrac- 
tions, with the opportunity to 
have their criminal records 
cleared or the charges sharply 
reduced. State officials hope to 
reverse decades of marijuana con- 
victions that can make it difficult 
for people to gain meaningful em- 
ployment and disproportionately 
affect low-income minorities. 

“We worked to help create a 
legalized and regulated process 
for legal marijuana, but we also 
wanted to make sure we could 
help — some way, somehow — 
repair the damages of marijuana 
prohibition,” said Eunisses Her- 
nandez, a policy coordinator at 
the Drug Policy Alliance. The alli- 
ance said there have been 
500,000 arrests for marijuana of- 
fenses in California in the past 10 
years, and it estimates that up toa 
million people have reviewable 
convictions on their records. 

At least 4,500 people had filed 
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IN THE NEWS 
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Terrorism alert Russian President Vladimir 
Putin thanked President Trump for a CIA tip 
that thwarted an attack in St. Petersburg. A2 


Get in line At the end of the 2017 Supreme 
Court session, one question remains: Should 
attendance require nights on the sidewalk? A2 


THE NATION 
Homeland Security’s 
inspector general criti- 
cized several U.S. immi- 
gration detention cen- 
ters for having spoiled 
food and inadequate 
medical care, and for in- 
appropriate treatment 
of detainees. A2 

A power outage at the 
Atlanta airport brought 
the busy facility to a 
standstill, grounding or 
diverting flights and 
stranding thousands of 
travelers. A14 


THE WORLD 

At least nine Christian 
worshipers were killed 
and 50 hurt when sui- 


cide bombers attacked a 
church in Pakistan. A9 


THE REGION 
Northern Virginians 
would pay higher taxes 
to provide Metro with 
long-sought dedicated 
funding under a plan to 
be announced by Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe (D). B1 
The District govern- 
ment’s efforts to protect 
residents from abusive 
practices in the student 
loan market could be 
undermined by the 
House Republican 
higher-education bill. B1 


SPORTS 
Carolina Panthers 
owner Jerry Richard- 


son, the subject of a WEDNESDAY 
league investigation into | vice president Pence 
alleged workplace mis- meets with Egyptian 


conduct, said he will sell 
the NFL team at the end 
of the season. D1 


THE WEEK AHEAD 


MONDAY 


President Trump deliv- 
ers a speech on national 
security. 


Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos delivers a 
fall commencement ad- 
dress at the University of 
Baltimore. 


TUESDAY 


November housing 
starts are estimated ata 
1,240,000 annual rate. 


President Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi in Cairo. 
Existing-home sales for 
November are estimated 
at 5,520,000 on an an- 
nual basis. 


THURSDAY 
Third-quarter GDP is 
expected to match the 
prior month’s 3.3 percent 
increase. 


STYLE 

Wind wonders 
Musicians tried to save 
2017 with these special 
instruments: flutes. C1 
Point of sales 

A New York retailer may 
have discovered the 
antidote to the aversion 
to shopping in stores. C1 


FRIDAY PostPeints 
Durable-goods orders DAILY CODE, DETAILS, B2 
for November are expect- 

ed to rise 2 percent. a0 0S 

Pence meets with Israeli 

President Reuven Rivlin | ll Ill | NAi | Il ll l | | 
in Jerusalem. The Washington Post / Year 141, No. 13 01N70628'21100! "3 


